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The Survivor’s Quilt 


In October, 1997, the Survivors of Domestic Violence 
Support Group at the Louisiana Correctional Institute 
for Women (LCIW) celebrated their 10th anniversary 
of weekly meetings. The support group is a volunteer 
activity sponsored by the Battered Women’s Program in 
Baton Rouge, LA. Members of the group wrote the 
following statement: “...after much fun, silliness and 
deep thought, we decided instead to MAKE SOME- 
THING. What could we make asa group? After watching 
avery moving video about the AIDS Quilt, we decided to 
adapt that idea to our purposes. Yes, we all thought, what 
better and more traditionally subversive activity than 
women sitting around talking, piercing together all kinds 
of fabrics from different yet familiar sources, talking, 
deciding on colors, talking, deciding on patterns, 
talking...After all quilts are sort of ‘manuscripts’ where 

women have been able to express their fears and hopes 
and ideas freely and imaginatively, disguised in colorful 
patterns, 


..As the quilt neared completion, more resplendent 
than our wildest dreams, we decided to donate it to the 
battered women’s shelter so that it could serve as a link, 
a colorful letter, to all the women and children at the 
shelter: to inspire, to console, to validate. As group 
members we wanted to remind those in the free world of 
our existence behind bars: to let them know that we are 
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did not come without a high price...” 


_ The Battered Women’s Program (BWP) made a beau- 
tiful poster, featuring a high quality photo of the quilt, 
the words “Our Silence Will Not Protect Us” and a brief 
description of the process. It is, available for 
$10.+$2.50 postage from BWP, PO Box 2133, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70821 
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The National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered 
Women is also celebrating its 10th anniversary, tho cel- 
ebrating is not really the right word. It is not a good thing 
that the work of the National Clearinghouse is still desper- 
ately needed a decade later. They do wonderful work 
including publishing a newsletter, Double Time. They 
provide critical assistance, resources and support to bat- 
tered women who have killed or assaulted their abusers 
while attempting to protect themselves or who have been 
coerced into crime by their abusers or who have been 
charged with ‘failing to protect’ their children from their 
batterers’ abuse. They also provide resources for defense 
teams and the public at large. 


The National Clearinghouse needs help in continuing 
join a growing network of people working for justice for 
battered women, you will receive Double Time and mem- 
bership prices on the many publications put out by the 
Clearinghouse. Membership is free for women in prison. 
Make checks payable to NCDBW, send to National 
Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women, 


125 S. 9th St. Ste. 302, Phila. PA 19107 
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Roisin McAliskey is Free 


A broad international campaign has won a young Irish 
woman her freedom. On March 9, the british home sec- 
retary ruled that Roisin McAliskey could go home. She 
has been in prison for 16 months. At the time of her arrest 
in 1996, she was 2 months pregnant andin May, 1997 gave 
birth to a baby girl. For 6 months, Roisin. had been 
shackled, strip searched daily, and held in solitary con- 
finement. 7 
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No formal charges were ever made, nor credible evi- 
dence presented, yet Roisin faced possible extradition to 
germany for questioning regarding an attack on a british 
army base. Without a trial, her lawyer never had an 
opportunity to present evidence that proved Roisin was in 
Belfast, not germany, at the time of the incident. Britain 
has yet to exonerate Roisin or take responsibility for the 
ill treatment she experienced. Still, this is a victory and 
we are very glad she is free. For more info or to send 
donations: Roisin McAliskey Justice Committee, 2274 
28th Ave. San Francisco, CA 94116. http:// 
larkspirit.com/roisin/ is the Web site for more info. 


photo by Penny Schroeder 
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5,000 March on White House March 27 


On a bright and very warm day, approximately 5,000 
people marched through the central city of Washington, 
D.C. demanding the immediate release of all political 
prisoners held in the United States. The crowd of mostly 
youth and students, chanted slogans related to the impris- 
onment of notables such as Mumia Abu-Jamal, the MOVE 
9, Fred Hampton, Jr., Leonard Peltier, Puerto Rican free- 
dom fighters and others. The demonstration, called Jeri- 
cho ’98, was made possible by a broad coalition of orga- 
nizations from throughout the United States. Delgations 
came from as far away as California and Colorado to 
participate in the historic event. Even though U.S. presi- 
dent Bill Clinton was away in South Africa, the message 
was quite clear that the issue of human rights violations 
and political persecution has been given:a new impetus by 
virtue of the sheer determination of the demonstrators . 


March participants distributed leaflets to the citizens 
watching the demonstration on the street corners. By the 
time that the march reached the White House, the spirits 
of the crowd was at its peak. Circling the White House 
once, the marchers then walked into Lafayette Park where 
arally began . The list of speakers included: Dennis Banks 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM); Kathleen 
Cleaver, former central committee member of the Black 
Panther Party and currently a law professor at Emory 
Universty; Geronimo Ji Jaga, former central committe 
member of the BPP and a recently released political 
prisoner in California; Pam Africa, the legal defense 


coordinator for Mumia Abu-Jamal and a leading member 
of MOVE; Ramona Africa, Minister of Justice for MOVE; 
Mike Africa of MOVE; the MOVE youth cultural en- 


semble (which electrified the crowd with the lyrics of 


-Mike Atrica’s rap:Just Because Its Legal Don*t Make it.that has.cal 


Right”); Angela Davis, former political: prisoners and 
currently and university professor in California as well as 
an activist for prison reform; Rafeal Cancel Miranda of 
the Puerto Rican Independence Struggle; as well as many 
others. 


There was a diverse representation ‘of struggling and 
oppressed segments of United States society represented 
at the demonstration. Banners from “Asians For Jeri- 
cho”,” Michigan Jericho Organizing Committee”, as well 
as placards with photographs of imprisoned and murdered 
political activists illuminated the crowd. There were also 
people present from Hawaii, which has been colonized by 
the United States for years and was forced into statehood 
during the late 1950s. An abundance of literature was 


circulating which contained detailed information on the 


plight of numerous political prisoners in the country. The 
rally at Lafayette Park continued for five hours with non- 
stop speakers and cultural entertainment. The organizers 
said that this was only the beginning of a new phase of 
struggle in the campaign to free all political prisoners 
through a general amnesty. 
P 

One striking aspect of the march and rally was the 
information afforded to the crowd about the many politi- 
cal prisoners whose cases have not recieved very much 
attention on a national level. The participants were from 
many nationalities and backgrounds, including African- 
Americans, Hispanics, Asians and radical European- 
American youth. Participants pledged that they would 
continue their work around political prisoners in their 
local areas and intensify the campaign to draw attention to 
this issue and its relationship to the overall oppressive 
social condition in the United States. 


By Abayomi Azikiwe Thabang—Pan-African News Wire, 
March 29, 1998 (excerpted) 
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Jericho Berkeley High School Walkout 


March 27, 1998, Berkeley High School students and 
friends walked out at 9:40 AM. More people joined the 
march, bringing it to about 200 to 300 people and when 
they reached Telegraph, spirits were high, with the Puerto 
Rican flag waving back and forth across the street and 
many people leaning from buldings with cheers and fist 
salutes. We went toward Oakland and I was gauging how 
far I could stay when the march turned left and went to 
Oakland pe niç High School, at a fast pace. 


RESOURCES 


1. PEN Prison Writing Program: lists correspon- 
dence courses available to prisoners, and publishes an 
Information Bulletin with a directory of small magazines 
that consider new voices, a list of pen pal organizations 
and details about their own annual writing contests. Please 
specify if you want the course list, the Bulletin or both. 
Both are free. PEN American Center, Prison Writing 


r a New York, NY 10012. 


The Berkeley students called Out others to join the 
march and students behind'the fences pressed against the 
wires; then tried toiscalethe high fences and were ordered 
down by teachers. At windows, students leaned out and 
others gathered behind them so they could raise their fists 
and shout to the people below. None joined the march. 


Two more schools were called out, a few students 
joining, and the march proceeded to the Oakland federal 
building. The join ups happened on the run with huge 
cheers and slogans in support of Political Prisoners and 
demands for freedom from the prison-like conditions in 
public schools. 


On April 22, with the same goals in mind, but uncon- 
nected to Jericho, more than 2000 high school students 
from all over the Bay Area took the BART and marched 


thru Concord, CA. They were protesting the recent state 


propositions against immigrants and affirmative action. 
The group chose the newly. built $19.8 million Concord 
police station as a backdrop to highlight disparities in 


funding between jails and schools. The demonstration - 


was oe si ane of eukias a youth coalition 
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2. The Kite: the clients’ newsletter of the Correctional 
HIV Consortium, reports monthly on health, treatment 
and activism issues for HIV infected prisoners. Available 
free for prisoners, ex-prisoners and their families ($19. 
otherwise) from CHC, 1525 Santa Barbara St. #!, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93101. 


3. PWA-RAG INC: a quarterly newsline published by 
the Prisoners With AIDS Rights Advocacy Group Inc., a 
forum for PWA’s in prison and free for prisoners. PWA- 
RAG INC. 1626 N. Wilcox Ave. #537, Los Angeles, CA 
90028 ragnews@aol.com 


4. Transformation: a quarterly newsletter published 
by the Women’s Project, a group working for social and 
economic justice. They’ ve been working with women in 
prison since 1989 and several recent editions have fo- 
cused on this work and criminal injustice issues. Subs are 
$5.-$25. sliding scale: Women’s Project, 2224 Main:St. 


SENLA Rock, AR 72206. ea com. 





Deathin Prison 


We were saddened to hear of the death of imprisoned 
Merle Austin Africa on March 13. MOVE comrades are 
calling the sudden death “very suspicious” and an autopsy 
was scheduled for March 14, in Erie, PA. 


Merle Africa, 47, was one of nine members of the 
revolutionary group convicted in the 1978 confrontation 
at the MOVE compound in Powelton Village. 


Lawyer Paul J. Hetznecker, who is preparing a new 
appeal for the jailed radicals, said he visited Africa at the 
Cambridge Springs State Correctional Institution, near 
Erie, about two weeks ago. “I was with her for three hours. 


Oe Oe r ee I es NN ANST 


She seemed to be in good spirits and in very good health.” 


At a MOVE press conference in West Philadelphia, a 
spokesman called the death “very suspicious . . .They 
always singled out Merle for violence, intimidation and 
threats.” He said the other MOVE prisoners in the all- 
female facility in Crawford County were told that Merle 
Africa died of “stomach tumors.” He said fellow MOVE 
prisoner Debbi Africa found Merle unconscious in a 
bathroom and called for help. 


The County Coroner said the death appeared to be from 
natural causes and a state police report said there was no 
indication of foul play. At this time, there have been no 
results from the autopsy. 
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Standing Deer Wilson 


In 1978, Standing Deer, a Oneida/Choctaw, publically 
exposed and thereby prevented a government plot to 
assassinate American Indian Movement leader Leonard 
Peltier in Marion prison. In 1984, the two of them and 
Albert Garza fasted for 42 days to draw world wide 
attention to the deplorable conditions at Marion, a 
maximum security federal prison. He is still a prisoner. 


Standing Deer writes: “Fifth parole hearing coming up 
in April. They haven’t paroled a violent crime in Texas in 
2 years and they won’t start with mine. Had a good parole 
plan lat year. I was gonna sit on top of a mountain in 
Oklahoma and tend a goat herd. Be a shepherd. House to 
live in and all the food I could eat, plus $125/week. Texas 
didn’t like it. Hearing before that I was going to live ina pet 
cemetery near Arlington, TX owned by a lawyer. He was 
going to put a house trailer in the middle for me to live in 
and a friend was going to give me a pickup truck (you gotta 
to have a pickup truck in Texas). Texas didn’t like that plan 
either. Time before that I was going to manage a restaurant 
in Montclair, NJ for big bucks, but they found out it was 
Mafia owned and didn’t like that...I was in the ‘old folks 
home’ here but when I wrote the introduction for a new 
(Leonard) Peltier pamphlet they kicked me out of the 
geriatric center and put me in gen. pop. with a job in the 
laundry running a steam mangler all summer. When it was 
90 degrees outside, it was 115 behind the mangler. It 
nearly killed me, but think that’s what they intended. 


- Attorney Margaret Gold got me out and now:I’m on 
-Broom Squad #6...Got a case a couple of days ago for - 


refusing to work. A bogus charge like most others: Who 


cares. m 75 years old and nearly dead so I really don’t - 
care...] got attacked in my bed by a rat about the size of a - 
-small dog. I wrestled it to the floor but it bitn 
_ The infirmary treated it but wrote it down as an ingrown 





toenail. [asked why and the nurse said I was lying because 
they don’t have rats (smile)...No more typewriter repair. 
No more memory typewriters. All attorney/client calls 
are monitored... teach writing and legal research on my 
own. I’m working on a book and a collection of prison 
writings...A big shout out to all the rads, especially the 
sisters who sometimes get short shrift...In the spirit of 
Crazy-Horse!” You can write him: #640289, Estelle 
Prison, Huntsville, TX 77340. 


Reprinted from This Just In: a one of a kind bulletin for 
Political Prisoners and POWs to communicate with each 
other and with people outside. It is published monthly by 
Betty and Herman Liveright, 103 Bartlett Ave. 
Pittsfield, MA 01201. Send them a donation and they 
will send you a subscription. 


She Gets Angry Publishing is looking for 
submission for publication of writing and art- 
work by women prisoners. Guidelines are 
only that work must be original and preferably 
in black and white. “I only care that voices are 


heard and that the people whom society 
wants to just lock up and forget are not 
silenced or forgotten” Write to Jennie Hanson, 
Editor, She Gets Angry, PO Box 14088, 
Berkeley, CA 94712 
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Clemency on Hold 


Nov. 19, 1997 was the 4th anniversary of a clemency 
petition for Leonard Peltier submitted to attorney gen- 
eral, Janet Reno. Leonard Peltier, serving 2 life sen- 
tences for the death of 2 fbi agents in the 1975 siege at 
Wounded Knee, a crime he did not commit, marked 22 
years of imprisonment in February 1998. 


The department of justice has still not made a recom- 
mendation to the president on Peltier’s petition for ex- 
ecutive clemency and an interim parole hearing first set 
for December, 1997 has been postponed until at least 
May 1998. Letters supporting clemency should be 


sent to: Margaret Loye, u.s. Pardons Attorney, 500- | 


First St. Washington D.C. 20530 and to support pa- 
role: u.s. Parole Commission, 5550 Friendship Blvd. 
#420, Chevy Chase, MD 20815. Please refer to 
Leonard Peltier #89637-132. 


For more info: Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, 
PO Box 583, Lawrence KS 66044, wnw.unicom.net/ 
peltier/index.html 


EVENTS 


Mothers in Prison/Children in Crisis Rally for 
Campaign ‘98 

Friday May 8 @Noon 

United Nations Plaza(7th & Market), San Francisco 


- This is a new national grassroots campaign to make 
alternatives to incarceration the sentencing standard 
for women with dependent children. There will be 
_ rallies in 19 cities on the same day, poms more info 
“nationally, call 718-499-0704, locally, 
Services for Prisoners with Children at AIS: 255- 
7036 ext. 320. 





Benefit Party for Ida Robinson and Families with 
a Future. 


Families with a Future provides transportation for 
children to visit their mothers in prison. For more 
info, call 415-255-7036, ext. 320 or 313. 


The Case of Mumia Abu-Jamal 

Saturday, May 9 @7 PM 

Calvin Simmons Theater, 10 Tenth St. near Fallon, 
Oakland (one block from Lake Merritt BART) 

The suppressed evidence in the July 1982 trial of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal will be examined by a panel of 20, 
including Leonard Weinglass and Pam Africa. 
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CAN’T JAIL THE SPIRIT 


In one of the major lies of the 20th century, 
the u.s. maintains that it holds no political pris- 
oners at the same time that it criticizes many 
other countries for just such violations. Yet a 

-look into u.s. prisons reveals almost 200 politi- 
cal prisoners - people from the Black Panther 
Party and the Black Liberation Movement, Na- 
tive American activists, Puerto Rican 
independistas, north american anti-imperialists 
and others. 


Many of these people have written their bios 
and they are all in this 206 page book, ready to 
use to subvert the deceits of the u.s. govern- 
ment. Can’t Jail the Spirit can be ordered 
for $15. + $3. postage from Committee to 
End the Marion Lockdown, PO Box 578172, 
Chicago IL 60657. CEML@aol.com All 
profits will go to the Jericho "98 Campaign 
and the Puerto Rican Cultural Center in 
Chicago. 





“ALL THINGS CENSORED” 


Prison Radio/Quixote announces the launch of a new 
series of radio commentaries “ALL THINGS CEN- 
SORED.” This new series of monthly commentaries will 
debut on April Ist, on Pacifica Radio’s daily public affairs 
program, DEMOCRACY NOW, and will feature renowned 
artists and writers including Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, 


ons Dorothy _ Allison, Cornel West, Howard Zinn Alice 
[Legal | 


Walker, Allan í ins erg, Jonathan Kozol, Melen Prejean, 
Martın Espada, William Kunstler reading Mumia Abu- 
Jamal’s banned words as well as providing their own 
commentary on censorship and mass incarceration. 


In this set of new commentaries, journalist Mumia Abu- 
Jamal writes about racism, the death penalty, life on death 
row, and the corporate control of the media among other 
issues. As a resident of Pennsylvania’s death row for the 
past 16 years, Mumia Abu-Jamal has the rare ability to 
speak for the many who languish anonymous, illiterate, 
or disabled, on death rows throughout the United States. 
He was a prominent writer and public radio journalist in 
Philadelphia at WUHY (now WHYY) prior to his 
incarceration. 


Over 5.1 million Americans are under correctional 
control. One out of every 140 people is incarcerated, and 
the U.S. has the largest percentage prison population of 
any country inthe world. Mumia Abu-Jamal speaks to this 
issue and for this vast and growing group of people. 


In order to be on the ZAP alert e-mail list send your 
email address to radiogc@sirius.com. For more info: 
Prison Radio/Quixote P.O. Box 5206 Hyattsville, MD 
20782 








In Prison in Brazil 


In 1989, 10 activists from Chile, Argentina, Brazil and 
Canada, kidnapped Abilio Diniz, a millionaire business- 
man in Brazil. He was released unharmed after 6 days and 
no ransom was ever paid. The action was a joint effort by 
the Movimiento de la Izquierda Revolucionaria of Chile 
and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
(FMLN), to raise money for the FMLN, a broadly based 
political/military organization fighting to overthrow the 
brutal military dictatorship in El Salvador. All ten were 
sentenced to 28 years, a tripling of their original sen- 
tences of 8-10 years. All spent a year or longer in solitary 
confinement. Torture was used to extract information 
from most of them. The prisons they are held in are 
dangerously overcrowded. 


Christine Lamont and David Spencer are from Canada 
and participated in the kidnapping. Friends of Lamont & 
Spencer, a non partisan Vancouver group, is working to 
encourage the Brazilian government to release all 10 
political prisoners. Many Canadians have publicly stated 
that the sentences greatly exceed what is just and appro- 
priate to the crime. The Brazilian government could also 
expel the 9 foreigners. The Justice Committee of the 
House of Commons in Canada unanimously recom- 
mended in 1992 that the government request expulsion. 


If you agree these people have more than paid for 
their actions by spending more than 8 years in Brazil- 
ian prison, please write letters to President Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso, Palacio do Planalto, 70150-900, 
Brasilia, D.F. Brazil FAX: (011-55-61) 226-7566 and 
to Prime Minister Jean Chretien, Langevin Block, House 
of Commons, Ottawa ON KIA 0A6 FAX: (613) 947- 
4442. 


For more info: Friends of Lamont & Spencer, Box 
78034, 2606 Commercial Dr. Vancouver, B.C. V5N 
SW 












NIKE: 
Shoes Without a Soul 


Sexual harassment, child 
labour, intimidation, 
beatings, forced overtime, 
slave wages, military control, 
greed ... 


-NIKE JUST DOES IT! 
Call |800: EGG: NIKE 








ANTONIO CAMACHO NEGRON BACK 
IN PRISON 

Puerto Rican political 
prisoner Antonio Camacho 
Negron released February 
after 11 years, was arrested 
by the FBI On April 16 in 
Puerto Rico for violating 
terms of his release.’ They 
claim he did not report toa 
Magistrate as required and 
that he associated with 


indepordentistas ©t o—tow 


expected he will serve 
additional time. 
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CRITICAL RESISTANCE: Beyond the Prison 
Industrial Complex 

A National Conference and Strategy Session 
September 24-27, University of California at Ber- 
keley 


Activists, scholars, policymakers, advocates, cultural 
workers and former prisoners will come together to 
-address the contemporary-crisis:occasioned by the emer- 
gence of a prison-industrial complex in the U.S. and 
internationally. 


The goal of the conference is to establish a broad 
network of individuals and organizations committed to 
critical public discourse, effective social and multi cul- 
tural activism, further research, and dramatic policy trans- 
formation. 


=- We hope to create a foundation for a new movement 
against the prison industrial complex. Toward this end, we 
are creating task forces in the following areas: Prison as 
Industry, Law and Policy; Research and Activism, Abo- 
litionist Alternatives, Human Rights and Conditions of 
Confinement, Education, Media Representations and 
Popular Culture. 


The conference is structured to encourage participants 
to engage with others outside their own fields of exper- 
tise; thus, panels will reflect two or more of the above 
subject areas, and include presenters from diverse back- 
grounds who are capable of addressing issues of race, 
gender, sexuality, and age: For more info: Critical 
Resistance, P.O. Box 339, Berkeley, CA 94701, or E 
Mail: critresist@aol.com or on the Web, 
www.igc.org./justice/critical 


SUNDIATA PAROLE DENIAL UPHELD 


Sundiata Acoli was denied parole in 1993 after serving 19 years in prison and the parole board gave him an extended 
future parole eligibility term of 20 years. The court upheld the decision. Sundiata Acoli and Assata Shakur were both 
members of the Black Liberation Army and co -defendents in a 1973 trial in New Jersey. Assta escaped prison in 1981 


and is now living in Cuba. 


Last week Gov. Christie Whitman of New Jersey, sent a letter to US Attorney General Janet Reno asking for federal 
help in returning Assata Shakur (Joanne Chesimard ) to the state. Whitman has also posted a $50,000 reward for her 


return to this country. 
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
CONDEMNS TREATMENT 

OF OSCAR LOPEZ 

Kathleen Hawk, Director of 
the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, received a letter 
from Amnesty decrying the 
conditions Of isolation 
which Oscar has endured for 
12 years. He’s been denied 
a~cOntaGt.waisit with family 
and -1S-confinmedein his cell 
weeONGae2hours asday:- The 


letter expressed concern 
that the treatment ism- 
DOLL 1 Cada. motaevetecd.amd 
addressed health concerns 
stemming from long-term 
isolation. 
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MACHETEROS STRIKE AGAIN 
AFTER YEARS OF SILENCE 

The Boricua Popular Army, 
better known as the 
Macheteros, claimed 
Peooonsibility for an April 
SrG-eayuamite attack that 
destroyed machinery related 
EO -the Gomseruction Of an 
environmentally destructive 
aquedcr=Therehbandesitiamenea, 
group r cl SO -©D poses 
discussions under way in 
Washington on a plebiscite 
to determine Puerto Rico’s 
relationship tco ene -U.5. 21h 
a-statement to the Spanish 
News Service EFE, the 
Macheteros said the attack 
was only beginning of what 
will from now on be a line 
of action in defense of the 
Puerto Rican people. 


Hunger Strike 
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A hunger strike started March 5th, at SCI Greene, PA. It 
involved between 27 and 33 inmates, roughly one-fourth 
of the prison’s death row population of 111. The main 
demand of the strikers was the right to have the legal 
materials of their own cases, most of which were re- 
moved during a shakedown on March 5. These documents 
were essential to the inmates’ continuing struggles in 
court to save their lives. The materials of one man, who 
could not afford postage to mail them to another address, 
were apparently destroyed by the prison authorities. “The 
separation of the inmates from their legal materials,” said 
Mumia, “is meant to hasten death. It is an attack on the last 
vestige of hope.” 

The action against the prisoners was politically moti- 
vated. This was a straightforward retaliation for fighting 
and winning cases about prisoners’ rights in court. The 
inmates are being punished for successfully using and 
defending their constitutional rights. 


On the 13th day after the hunger strike began, officials 
announced the reversal of most of the March Sth direc- 
tives. 


ae er ae eee Orb ie 0 age ee, ei. Fe 
Fe a Oe ae Nee cor ee ee a oe ae, he eS ee ee eee 


CS BP PL BE AP EN 


SiS neta ee ee 


